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Gender Diversity
Option 1: Sex is a biological category (male, female), and gender is a more fluid category (woman, man, transgender). Using the interactive PBS map about global concepts of gender to identify and then research another culture where there are third genders. Why is gender diversity important?
The concept of gender has evolved over the past centuries, with different understandings of the concept emerging. Some gender concepts like transgender, gay, or bisexuals are new to modern society because they have emerged in the last two centuries. For many communities, gender is understood in terms of binary concepts, female or male. Over the last century, new concepts like bisexual and transsexual have emerged to explain the other genders that do not conform to the conventional binary of female or male. However, some communities have had different gender concepts for longer than the two centuries. One such community is the Kathoey in Thailand. Kathoey is a common term used in Thailand to describe the third gender, transgender.
Many traditional societies do not use contemporary or modern terms to describe the third gender, like transsexual or homosexuals. The third gender, in most cases, represents people who can neither be identified as a man nor a woman (Totman, 2011). This means that this third gender becomes the intermediate condition between known genders, female or male. 
Gender diversity plays a significant role in promoting acceptance and a sense of belonging in society. Some of the concepts used to describe the third gender, such as "transgender" or "gay," are strictly new constructs in contemporary society (Admin, 2015). This means that people are not used to the third gender constructs. Instead, people are used to the two genders known, male and female. It also means that people who are in the group of the third gender fear getting rejected by the rest of the society because of their gender, which is not among the recognized group. As shown in the map of gender-diverse cultures, hundreds of different societies worldwide have their own understanding of these third or fourth or more gender groups, which have been part of their societies for centuries. 
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Two-spirited map (Source: PBS, 2015)
Kathoey of Thailand
The concept of two spirits has been traditionally used to define and understand the third, fourth, fifth, and even more genders in traditional societies. The contemporary terms such as transgender or transsexual are new constructs of the two-spirited individuals. In Thailand, the term Kathoey is commonly used to describe transgender people. A transgender is someone who was born with ambiguous genitalia. 
As mentioned before, gender diversity is important in promoting acceptance and a sense of belonging. Kathoey is a term that has promoted the acceptance of transgender people in Thailand. These people are everywhere in Thailand, and the fact that they are not afraid of their gender or personality makes it certain that they have become part of society. 
Over the years, Kathoey has evolved from different words that were used to describe the third gender in Thailand. Earlier, the transgender was described as "bhatobyanjuanaka," which translates to intersex people (Käng, 2016). However, this term was associated with discrimination, and with more advanced translation and understanding of the transgender condition, it was changed to "kathoey," the contemporary transgender person. Some other terms used to describe the third gender in Thailand includes "Pandaka." Like the earlier interpretations, the term "pandaka" was complex and associated with the social stigma of gay men dressed like women (Totman, 2011). 
Gender diversity is also important in forming and understanding new beliefs. Societies with no beliefs in the possibility of the third gender have had difficulty agreeing or accepting these groups' members. Transgender, gay, transexual, or any other third gender still find it difficult to fit in because their societies do not believe in the third gender. However, beliefs in the existence or possibility of the existence of the third gender have made it possible for transgender people to be accepted in Thailand. The term "kathoey" means that one is born with two genders at the same time. 
In Thai society, Kathoey is respected and held with prestige because they are believed to possess the spirit of both females and males. This means that a kathoey can communicate with both the spirit of males and females (Käng, 2016).
The religious belief of the Thai people explains the concept of Kathoey and their acceptance as part of society. In Thai, the most common religion is Buddhism. The Buddhist teaching of karma explains why people are born with two genders. According to this teaching, Kathoey is a result of a sexual misdemeanor in earlier life that the individual failed to live successfully. The Buddhists believe that no one can escape the karmic consequences and that Kathoey should be treated with compassion and respect (Käng, 2016). Given this understanding rooted in society's belief, it is possible to explain and understand the acceptance of Kathoey in Thailand. 
The acceptance of the third gender also depends on the areas where they live. Kathoey's acceptance in Thailand is widely spread in major cities and urban areas. The rural areas are still conservative with their belief in the two genders. In the urban areas, howeverKathoeyey has become a common and normalized concept, and they are found everywhere, ranging from restaurants to clubs. 
Gender diversity also helps people to relate with members of the third gender and help formulate a local understanding of the third gender. The third gender still has trouble even in the developed western countries to fit in. This has been attributed mainly to a lack of understanding from the rest of society. In Thailand, acceptance of kathoey has enabled them to freely interact with society and do what other people are doing. Kathoey work as hairdressers in salons, sex workers in clubs, waitresses in restaurants, models, and other jobs that the conventional genders do. They are also involved in romantic relationships and allowed to get married or marry. This level of acceptance can only be possible when they can relate and interact with the rest of society as other members do. 
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